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Walton on Trent Parish Council 
8 Portreath Drive, Allestree, Derby, DE22 2BH 

Tel: 07740 049846 
Email: clerk@waltonontrent.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Monthly Meeting 

9th April 2018 
 

17/18 To Receive Apologies for absence 
 

Apologies received from Cllr Forrest (post-meeting) and Cllr Pat Murray (district and county councillor). 
 

18/18 Declaration of Members Interests 
 

Cllr Blackman declared a personal interest in agenda item 35/18a and proposed to remain in the meeting.   
 

19/18 To consider a resolution to close the meeting to public participation under the Public Bodies  
(admission to meetings) Act 1960 
 
The Chair explained that this proposed resolution was in order to discuss staffing matters.  All councillors 
were in favour of this resolution.  Resolved: Councillors resolved to close the item to public participation and 
move the discussion of the item to the end of the meeting (agenda item 35/18). 

 
20/18 Public Speaking 

 
a) Nothing to report. 

 
b) Cllr Beth Hall reported, in the absence of Cllr Pat Murray, that the County Council are doubling their 

efforts to repair potholes.  Cllr Hall also informed the Parish Council that she is moving out of the 
district.  She will remain as district councillor until the next elections; attending meetings as required.  
Cllr Hall also advised that there is no further news in regard to the bypass. 

 
The Police were not in attendance but it was noted that the monthly report had not been received 
recently.  Action: Clerk to enquiry with PCSO McMillan in regard to issuing of monthly report.  
Further discussion took place in regard to parking around the primary school; councillors raised 
concerns in regard to obstructive parking with vehicles being parked on footways, verges, over 
driveways and too close to the splitter island at the junction.  The Clerk observed that there are no 
enforceable restrictions outside the school but that the County Council have an advice note which 
can be issued to schools.  This refers to the elements of the Highway Code which warn drivers that 
they can be liable to prosecution if their parked vehicle contributes to a collision, irrespective of 
whether there are waiting restrictions.  Schools can adapt this into a flyer or include it in a newsletter 
to parents.  Councillors agreed it would be useful to see the content of the advice note.  Action: 
Clerk to obtain advice note from DCC and circulate to councillors.   

 
21/18 To confirm the minutes of the Walton on Trent Parish Council monthly meeting held on Monday 12th  

April 2018 
    
The draft minutes were proposed for approval by Cllr Barnes and seconded by Cllr Coxon.  All councillors 
were in agreements. 
 
Resolved: Councillors resolved to approve the minutes.  The Chair signed and dated each page and passed 
to the Clerk. 
 

22/18 Report of the Parish Clerk 
 

a) Hedges, paths other issues to report: Coton Road – redundant sign: The sign advising of ‘new layout 
ahead’ has now been removed.  Drakelow Lane – damaged verges: Cllr Horne had reported that  
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some hedges had been ripped out as part of preparation work for they bypass but, as a result, the 
verges have been extensively damaged.  The verge is frequently used by pedestrians and is now 
almost impassable.  The Clerk has reported the matter of the damaged verges to the County Council 
and also sent a request to the District Council for an official update on the timescales for the bypass.  
Cllr Horne had found out that a Steve Wynne was in charge of the bypass project and confirmed a 
start date in May.  Orchard Close – reinstatement of grit bin:  The Clerk advised that DCC had 
agreed to the reinstatement of the grit bin.  Cllr Coxon had spoken to the resident concerned who 
had confirmed they were happy for the grit bin to be returned to its original location on their land.  
Station Lane – parish welcome/noticeboard: As requested at the last meeting, the Lengthsman had 
agreed to clean the noticeboard and there was a consensus that it was much improved.  However, 
the display boards are blank and, after discussion, it was agreed that it would be useful to display 
information about the village hall (hire charge, contact details) here.  Councillors also agreed that the 
Lengthsman be asked to clean the noticeboard on an annual basis.  Action: Clerk to make 
arrangements with Lengthsman to include cleaning of the noticeboard annually.   
 
The Clerk mentioned the outstanding issues on the Monitoring Form (circulated to councillors prior to 
the meeting) and that he will make efforts to chase these up.  Reference was again made to the 
failing footway on Catton Road and the Clerk advised he will seek more clarification on DCC’s plans.  
Action: Clerk to make further enquiries with DCC.  In regard to highway gullies, Cllr Horne noted that 
the gully outside No.2 Coton Road had now been cleared, as had the other drains she had previously 
reported.  Cllr Lloyd reported that the gully, directly opposite his property had still not been cleared, 
which was resulting in ponding in the carriageway.  Action: Clerk to again report to SDDC Clean 
Team. 
 

b) Catton Hall and Staffordshire Wildlife Trust meeting – Clerk advised that he had put forward a 
number of possible dates to both parties.  Catton Hall had provisionally advised that they can make 
most of the dates and the Clerk was waiting to hear back from the SWT representative.  All 
councillors agreed that, if SWT cannot make a meeting, the Clerk should proceed to set up a meeting 
with Catton Hall alone.  Depending on the confirmed date, Cllr Barnes and Cllr Horne agreed that 
they would take minutes (if available to attend), otherwise the Clerk would attend.  Action: Clerk to 
confirm meeting date with Catton Hall and SWT. 

 
c) DCC Parish & Town Council Liaison Forum – 10 May 2018.  An invitation had been received for the 

next meeting of the forum, taking place at 6pm at County Hall at Matlock.  However, after 
consideration, no councillors were available to attend on this occasion.   

 
23/18 Purchase of laptop projector – Cllr Lloyd 

 
As agreed at the last meeting (5/18e), Cllr Barnes had obtained advice from her I.T department on the 
specific laptop Cllr Lloyd had identified, which they confirmed would be appropriate for the Parish Council’s 
needs.  Cllr Lloyd had subsequently purchased the laptop which the Clerk was in receipt of.  A software 
installation was required, which the Clerk would carry out in time for the annual meeting in May.   
 
There was a discussion on whether the projector could be offered for hire to customers of the village hall.  
Councillors agreed that this should be considered by the Village Hall Committee, which could put forward a 
recommendation to the Parish Council on what ‘types’ of customers could be asked to pay for the use of the 
projector.  Cllr Coxon suggested that the projector screen he had provided could be mounted above the 
stage.  Action: Projector hire to be discussed by Village Hall Committee.  Cllr Lloyd to make enquiries in 
regard to mounting of the projector screen. 
 

24/18 Village Hall – Use of land to the rear of premises 
 

Cllr Horne summarised the situation in regard to the land to the rear of the Village Hall (outside the extents of 
the land included in the lease).  An informal agreement had been in place for a local resident to maintain the 
land as garden but this is to be discontinued.  Councillors agreed that the Parish Council had no use for the 
land at present.  South Derbyshire District Council had previously made enquiries in regard to converting the 
existing garden into a car park but the advice had been that a new access onto Main Street would not meet 
visibility requirements and was turned down by their own Planning department.  Without an option of 
converting the existing gardens into parking, there would be no use for the additional land.  Cllr Coxon also 
observed that taking on the land would generate additional maintenance responsibilities for the Parish 
Council.  The Clerk offered to make enquiries with DCC to see if they can provide any general advice on 
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visibility splays required for a new access at the village hall, and whether this could be achieved with the 
existing carriageway alignment.  Whilst it was agreed that the Parish Council currently have no use for the 
land, councillors would like to have the option to reconsider this in the future.  Councillors questioned what 
would happen to the land if they did not take ownership – i.e. would it be offered to neighbouring properties 
on a lease, or sold off?  Action: Clerk to make enquiries with DCC regarding visibility splay criteria for a car 
park access and also to make enquiries with SDDC as to what they will do with the land if the Parish Council 
do not take ownership. 
 

25/18 Review of Parish Council records – Councillors Barnes and Horne 
 

Cllr Horne advised that she has details on what paperwork needs keeping and for how long.  Cllr Horne 
further suggested that she could provide this information to parish councillors and that, following the next 
monthly meeting, each councillor could take a box and review the records accordingly.  Action: Cllr Horne to 
provide required information to councillors.  
 

26/18 General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) - Update 
 

The Clerk explained that he was attending a GDPR training course, provided by DALC, on 23rd April.  This 
will hopefully make it clearer on what the Parish Council will need to do to ensure they are complaint with the 
new regulations. 

 
27/18 Newsletter – Councillor Forrest 

 
Nothing to report. 
 

28/18 Community Defibrillator – Councillors Lloyd and Berezenko 
 
Nothing to report. 

 
29/18 Planning 

 
Nothing to report. 

 
30/18 Committee Reports  

a) Village Hall 

• Minutes of meetings – March minutes to be agreed and signed.  Cllr Horne had previously circulated 
the minutes and passed a signed copy to the Clerk.   
 

• Maintenance issues to report – Cllr Horne reported that she has not yet received a response from 
James Houghton at the District Council.  A company called Harvey & Clarke had inspected the hall 
and submitted a quote for the roofing works and another company has been asked to submit a quote 
for the electrical works.  Cllr Horne has also e-mailed the architect (SG Design) in regard to the 
redesign of the mens toiles but has had no response. 

 
Cosmic have made a request to remove a cupboard to make room for their photocopier.  Cllr Horne 
advised that they currently store crockery in the cupboard.  Resolved: Councillors agreed that 
Cosmic be permitted to remove the cupboard on the understanding that there is nowhere else for 
them to store their crockery. 
 
Cllr Barnes raised concerns in regard to the exposed opening into the attic space and that it is 
suspected a hornets nest is in there.  It was queried whether the District Council could attend to this, 
although it was acknowledged that there would be a charge for this service.  Action: Clerk to contact 
District Council regarding removal of hornets nest. 

 
 

31/18 Reports from Councillors that have attended any other Meetings. 
 

Nothing to report. 
 

 
32/18 Finance  

 
a) Items for Payment –  
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Payee    Description     Amount 
 
South Derbyshire CVS  P Jameson   £377.20 
    Lengthsman   £126.71     
    Admin Charges   £12.00   

Annual Audit Fee  £25.00  £540.91 
 
Clerk    Expenses 
    Homeworking – January  £18.00 
    Travel    £16.20 
    Stamps    £7.80  £42.00 
 
DALC    Annual Subscription 2018-19   £365.71 
 
A Lloyd    Purchase of laptop projector   £269.99    
 

Income 
 
VH takings for March confirmed as £292.50 
Quiz Night takings confirmed as £185.00 
Cosmic payment of utility bill confirmed as £517.87 
Reimbursement from DCC Rights of Way for footpath maintenance 2017/18 confirmed as £300.00 
 
All items were noted and accepted by Councillors. 

 
b) To approve the bank reconciliation – The Clerk had circulated an updated bank reconciliation prior 

to the meeting.  This was approved by all councillors and a copy signed and dated by the Chair. 
 

c) Budget update 2017/18 – The Clerk had circulated an update to councillors prior to the meeting.  He 
advised councillors that this was not quite the final position as the latest bank statement did not 
include the 1 April and therefore the opening balance for the 2018/19 financial year could not yet be 
confirmed. 

 
d) Appointment of internal auditor for 2017/18 accounts – The Clerk asked that councillors consider 

a request to appoint the same internal auditor as last year.  The auditor lives in Matlock which makes 
them easily accessible for the Clerk during normal working hours.  All councillors were in agreement.  
Resolved: Internal auditor to be appointed as above.  Action: Clerk to prepare accounts for internal 
audit as necessary. 

 
e) To receive financial risk assessment - The Clerk advised that it was normal practice for the 

financial risk assessment to be accepted at the beginning of the financial year.  The financial risk 
assessment had been circulated prior to the meeting and all councillors were in agreement to accept.  
Resolved: Financial risk assessment approved, signed and dated by the Chair and passed to the 
Clerk. 

 
33/18 Items for Information 

 
Items received: 

• Network bulletins 

• DCC Mobile Library Updates – April to July 

• Rural Action Derbyshire updates 

• Derbyshire Alerts – sent from Cllr Horne 

• South Derbyshire CVS bulletins 

• DALC Circular 05/18 

• DCC: Discount tickets for Eroica Brittania 
 

Councillors noted the information received. 
 
 
 

34/18 Date of the next Meeting 
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The date of the next Walton on Trent Parish Council annual and monthly meeting is confirmed as Monday 14 th May 
2018 at Walton on Trent Village Hall commencing at 7.00pm.  Councillors Barnes and Coxon submitted their 
apologies for the meeting. 

 
35/18 Resolution under the Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of the 

public. 
 

a) Lengthsmans duties 
 

Cllr Blackman handed the Chair to Cllr Barnes for discussion of the item.  Cllr Barnes summarised the 
annual appraisal and risk assessment that had been carried out prior to the meeting; attended by the 
Lengthsman, the Clerk and Councillors Barnes and Horne.  Both parties were happy with the work 
carried out by the Lengthsman.  Through the risk assessment it was identified that the Lengthsman used 
his own vehicle to take the mower to be serviced but didn’t claim for this time.  The company that carries 
out the maintenance provides a collection service and it was agreed that this be used in future.  The 
issue of working in the carriageway was discussed.  The only situation in which this occurs is outside the 
school when the Lengthsman is litter picking, as there is no footway/verge to walk on.  It was reiterated 
that litter picking in this situation should only be carried out in good weather and, if unsafe, the litter 
should be left. 
 
The Lengthsman has had an MRI scan on his knee and there is now a 3 week wait for the results.  
Councillors agreed that the duties of litter-picking and grass cutting would need to be covered should he 
need time off for a knee operation. 
 
The Clerk was asked whether the application to the Community Clean-up Project in regard to the spinney 
had been successful.  Questions were also asked in regard to the outer fencing, between the private land 
and highway land here; it was in a poor state of repair.  Action: Clerk to enquire re application for the 
Community Clean-Up and make enquiries re ownership of the fencing at the spinney also. 

 
 

  
 


